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On my trip to Japan last year I received info which led me to believe 
that there are important stihdies which were made by Japanese specialists in 
various scientific fields, including anthropology o « oo e0eecocees eo oo 
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Harold J. Coolidge 
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tr. Hareld J. Coolidge 
Pacific Scienee Board 
Bational Research Council 
M01 Constitution Avenue 
VWashingten 25, D. 0. 


Bear Dr. Coolidge: 


Your recent expression of interest in the utilisation of Japanese infornation 


-@} om areas formerly studied by Japanese scientists wis of great interest to ne. The 


matter is one of great importance and warrants imeediate attention. There exist vast 
aceausulations of data gathered by the Jepanese fron lands in and arownd the Pacifie 
Basin. Meany of these findings exist in inaccessibie journals or in manuscript or note- 
book form. Since the end of the war such information has not been advanced by the 
research workers who can no longer enter the areas concerned. Some data have doubtless 
been lost, dispersed, or destrcyed already. Yerthur passage of time can only make 
salvage operations more difficult and costly. 


As you may be aware, 1 recently returned fron ‘Wree years in Japan as biologist 
in the” Belentific and Teennivei Division, Temsut: sat Setenti ete Rention. General 
| Meadquarters, Syprene Commander for the ed Powers,” fecag my responsibilities der 
. dag this three ‘year period was the collection, appraisal, and abstracting of many 
depenees ecientific papers. A summary of this. projeet. will be found in Report No. ie 
: Seienee and Yeehnolegy in Japan, podlished in 1949... A: few fields were exhaustively 
~ eevered, one ‘of which will be dessribed later. Tho Natural Resovrees Section gave: 
-eonsiderahle: attention ‘te Japanege documentation in: fisheries, agriculture, ely atd 


a ené mineral’ resources, However, the tine limitations g.tt specific requirements of 


a these prograns. inevitably left many fields untovehed and “gave only partial coverage | 


es 


ef others. ..To my knowledge the Japanese work in the social sciences did not receive. oo it 
systematic, | comprehensive oxsaination nor doconentation. ae ike 


; ‘the arsed services made aystenatic socumlations of | s\dibhed! isareeh ‘series “ 
tn 1945-465. Subject matter bearing on military tectniqess (ordsames, chemical ware. 
fare, order ‘of battle, ete.) undoubtedly received careful scrutiny by G2 and Sevy | 
» Intelligenes. However, I understend thet large quantities of literature were shipped 
| “dn balk ‘to Taghington end have not been syatenatically, eatalsqued nor utilised. © a 


~The: greatest treasure. trove is still whexplored —_ oe ‘routine moleseitiog 


2 Supeneee reports of: observatiéne in all parts of the. foraer Japanese - Solon’ 


& tists weut:to all parts of the. Pacific-and into Manetruria and southern tetas” Ite’ scons 
" Seeliah: ‘indeed for our research workers and enalysts to atteupt the accumulation of: 


ie  aate: already: ‘Peported by the Japenese: in their pabiiished. works or persona) menaveripte.’. 


= ‘Wy views regarding 0 prestionl method of approach might be of interest to you." 


ket me cite an example of documentation, and. ‘the procedure used. In late 1949 dmer— 


ae! research workers expressed interest in Japanese research in enyironmental physi- 
and clothing requirenents. Instead of eiting a.fow evrrent papers published by 
the apasese in this field, it was decided to exhaustively docwusent all Japancse 
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private notes and menuseripts withdram from the Leborstories wpen their di 
ys“ qatalogeing ond publicising Japenese Literstere now in the Daited States, te 


{ng Japanese help. 


Anericen 
- still employed by ES0/8T, GQ, GdAP). 
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“Dr. Herold J. Coolidge—Oetoder 13,1950-—2. 


veseareh, fundamental end applic4, dealing with enviremmenta) physiology and related 
fields. The result was the publication in 1950 of Report Mo. 21, Seience and Tech- 
nology in Japan, entitled, °A Conspectus of Japanese Research in Environmental Physi- 
ology and Closely Related Fields". Most of the work was done voluntarily by the most 
eapable Japanese authorities ia the field of physiolegy. Professional American 

contested key Japenceo research workers and pointed out the abysamal world 
ignorance regarding Japamese work in that field, dve either to barriers imposed by the 
Japenese language or by publication in obscure journals. The Japanese scholars were 
eager to solve this probles. They located, supplemented, and trenslated Japenese — 
PMbliographies end indices on the subject. Ineleded were papers reporting stedics on 
tropical islands of the Pacific aad the arctic areas of Manchuria, fatigue and elothing 
oeervations on Japanese soldier in Sunetra end Japmmese pilots over China. Military 
journals, labor magasines, end professional biological publications were all examined 
and indexed. The draft was them earefully checked hy Bisel translators, and orgsnised 
4m more usable fashion. Informatica was added to guide non-Japanese workers to any , 
publication in which a reference nad been cited, ‘The resultent report has given dignity 
%o the Japanese research and encourages utilisstien of the information by many Ros- 
Japenese students end research personel, 


tragically decimated in 1945. Libraries in Japem have suffered further during the 
peried of ecansaic strain. Additional delay will mean continued loss through 


lL. Delineation of the fields of interest, Priority aust be given to fi an whe 
pre-war Japenese interest has wmed, with readltest threats to accumulations of noten, 
wnpublished manuscripts, and rare periedicals, Due to the secretive habits of mmy =: 
Japenese tecknicsims and sciestists, neny researeh resolts exist only in the form of 


- 2. Filsinatioa of fields already covered ef ‘ ae Vouk ctnes : | a : 


gS. Losation of, or preparation of, Joursal end book lists in the priority field 
6s ‘Trnaslations ef titles mid reforenees: of pertinent articles in the most pre- 


\%e Preparation of inforuational abstracts; weing Japenese abstrastors. : ius “ 
8. Checking (peanning) of ell trenslaticns, references, and abstracts vy eapadi 
(the best man to orgmmise this phase may be Er. George Tamashiro, 


«gg Final bibliographic organization and publication of materiel, including lis 
of informatien sowrees end repociterics. 
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See Sa se 4 Ae 2 wa : ~ 
Me 
me ‘If the bane for action which | expreseed ia our recent conversation ean be . 
a ted, resulta emu-best be a while the “oesepation of Japan is. still in 
” effeet.’ I do not refer to any vee of pressure or compulsion to reveal information 
-gourees. Such jen ash would be undignified and alsost completely fruitless. I 
refer) instead to details. concerning personne]. and stics whieh might best be 
pare mere at once, Certain types of information: a- Gis be found only by personal 
a pend rite oe Other information, in- 
Y . “with Jepemese activities outside — 
made available threegh Duited States military liaisen 
ee 
“iy best wiahes in your valuable effort to aseom this task before time lapses | 
readers a tercees hiss If I ean be of amy help, pleses let me know. 
ae : 
i ae Sinesrely yours, 
“ pomald J. Pleteseh 
. Bublie Health Adviser ae 
- ’ Divwftsion of International Health Rae 
et ‘a / | . 
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Attached are a letter from “ir. Coblidge 
REMARKS: to Gen, Sibert and a letter from 
Mr, Pletech to Mr. Coolidge which may be of use 
to you in your mecting with Mr. Coolidge. 


It is suggested that of 
OPC attend the meeting as he has done same wo on 
‘this project. 
G. G. C. 
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